
Brian J. Feldman: 2018 Latino Democratic Club Endorsement 
Questionnaire  
 

I certify and attest to the fact that I am a registered Democrat and that the responses 
below are my own and that I stand behind these answers 
 
Brian Feldman      Date:  4/8/18  
 
 
Name as it will appear on ballot:  Brian J. Feldman, State Senate, District 15 
 
Campaign Contact Info:  BrianJFeldman@comcast.net; 301-792-0131 
 
Campaign Website: www.BrianJFeldman.com 
 
Are you now or have you ever been a member of LDC?  No. 
 
Have you sought LDC’s endorsement in the past?   
I have been endorsed by the Hispanic Democratic Club of Montgomery County (I believe 
your predecessor organization) in each of my prior elections (2002, 2006, 2010, 2014). 
 

1. What do you think are the top 3 priorities/issues in the Latino community in 
Montgomery County, and why? 

 
As a State Senator, not a local Council member, my focus is on State issues.  In that 
regard, 3 priority issues at the state level with regard to the Latino community include: 
 
A. Increasing access to higher education in the Latino community, which is the key and 

best barometer/predictor of one’s prospects for employment and higher earning 
capacity 

B. Addressing health disparities and improving access to affordable health care 
C. Clarifying the role of local law enforcement with regard to federal immigration laws. 

 
 

2. Do you believe it is important to support Latino candidates?  
 

Yes.  In the 2014 election, the incumbent elected officials in District 15, including myself, 
added Ecuadorian born David Fraser-Hidalgo to our slate and he went on to be elected as a 
State Delegate. 

  
3. What efforts are you making to ensure the diversity and cultural and linguistic 

proficiency of your campaign staff, and if elected, you staff/cabinet?  
 
At present, I have not yet hired any campaign staff for this campaign but my staff in 
Annapolis is culturally and linguistically diverse. 
 



 
4. What steps will you take to engage with your constituency, including those of limited 

English proficiency?  
 
My Senate District has the largest Asian population in the State of Maryland so my office 
routinely deals with the challenges of dealing with a constituency that has limited English 
proficiency.  With regard to the Latino community, I look forward to working with the 
Latino Democratic Club on proposals and strategies to address this issue.   
 

  
5.  Latino children are the fastest  growing segment of the child population.  What 

initiatives are necessary to ensure that these children have access to high-quality, 
affordable, and accessible childcare and early education? 
  
I am a strong proponent of universal access to free pre-kindergarten in Maryland, which 
is the single best initiative to address this issue. 
 

6.  Do you agree that the academic achievement gap/opportunity gap is the socio-
economic imperative of our time? 

 
I agree. 

 
7.  What do you feel is the responsibility of the office you seek with respect to TPS and 

DACA?  
 

Whether it was Maryland’s passage some years ago of the “Dream Act”, which I co-
sponsored and supported, or the debate over the Maryland Trust Act in 2017, SB 835, 
which I co-sponsored, to the current legislative initiatives this Session on these topics, the 
Maryland General Assembly plays a critical role on these important policy issues.  

 
 

8. Latino entrepreneurs are starting small businesses faster than the rest of the startup 
population and becoming a bigger part of the total U.S. Market.  How do you plan to 
support and engage Latino small business owners?  

 
Since many Latino owned small businesses are located in Latino communities, the best 
way to strengthen the economic well-being of the Latino businesses in those communities 
is to increase employment and wage levels.  The key is to continue to expand access to 
higher education in the community since securing a college degree is the best predictor of 
one’s prospects for employment and higher earning capacity. I look forward to working 
with the Latino Democratic Club on proposals and strategies to address this issue.   
 

 


